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Resident Satisfaction Results Now Available
The City of Des Peres conducted its third citizen attitude survey in the
summer of 2022 as part of a continued effort to assess resident satisfaction
with the quality and quantity of local government services offered by the
city. As in previous years, the city partnered with a third-party polling
firm called the ETC Institute to help administer the survey instrument,
analyze the findings, and benchmark our performance against other
communities. In full, 454 households responded to the seven-page
survey which exceeded our goal of 300.
Des Peres continues to score well above the averages seen both regionally
and nationwide with a 5% advantage (or more) across all categories that
were polled. Of the residents surveyed who had an opinion, 99% said they
were satisfied with Des Peres as a place to live, 98% were satisfied with
the City as a place to raise children, and 87% were satisfied with the City
as a place to work. The survey goes on to demonstrate a high-level of
satisfaction in the areas of public safety response (98%), park amenities
(98%), recreational facilities (95%), attractiveness of city buildings (92%),
and the overall perceived value of city services (89%).
In addition to measuring core satisfaction levels, the survey also identifies
a list of recommended investment priorities for the city to improve upon
over the next two years. Those findings demonstrate an apparent desire
for prioritizing street and sidewalk maintenance, community planning and
development, and code enforcement with a specific focus on residential
property maintenance. The survey later addresses a handful of policyspecific questions pertaining to trash and recycling schedules, revenue
sustainability, and preferred strategies for reducing service levels should
it become necessary.
The full 2022 report in addition to previous survey findings from 2014 and
2017 can be found on our website. A special thanks to the 454 households
who took the time and energy to participate in this very important exercise.
We appreciate your valuable feedback and look forward to incorporating
your ideas into future decision making.

Mayor:
Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Letter From

Mayor Mark Becker

Please drive carefully and observe the 20 MPH speed limit
in our residential neighborhoods! The children are back
to school and, regardless of how well supervised they are
Aldermen:
when at or on the way to bus stops, kids are just kids and can
Ward I:
suddenly dart into traffic without looking. Our job as adults
John Pound
is to LOOK out for them. Our Public Safety Officers respond
frequently to calls for speeding in neighborhoods and quite
jpound@desperesmo.org
often find that the speeders are Des Peres residents and not
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
“outsiders” as alleged. Besides ensuring your own safety
and that of pedestrians, you may also be preserving your
James Osherow Jr
pocketbook - speeding tickets can be expensive. We do not
want your money just the safety of all in the community.
josherow@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)
The city conducted a Citizen Satisfaction Survey in 2014
and 2017. The 2022 survey results have been received and
are available on our website. The survey was conducted by
Ward II:
the ETC Institute polling a random sample of 454 Des Peres
Dean Fitzpatrick
homes representing all demographics of our population
dfitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
by gender, age and housing location. Per the professionals,
the results have a precision of +4.6% with a 95% level of
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
confidence and is statistically representative of the thoughts
of the community. Your input is important as we look forward
Jim Kleinschmidt
to setting future service priorities and strive to do an even
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
better job of delivering services to our community.
(314) 835-6124 (VM)
I would also direct your attention to the article from our
Director of Public Safety regarding efforts by the city to increase
security at West County Center. I want to stress that WCC is a
Ward III:
safe
place to visit and shop. However, it is not immune from
Pat Barrett
what is happening in other areas in the country in shopping
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
malls or similar gathering places as evidenced by tragic incidents
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
in the news. Des Peres has always focused on security at WCC
with a dedicated mall unit of 4 to 5 police officers who are visible
and
handle all calls for service allowing other officers on duty to
Sean Concagh
remain on patrol in the neighborhoods. Recently, we have taken
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
two proactive steps to increase safety efforts at the mall - installation
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
of FLOCK license plate readers at all entrances and creation of a
Canine Unit (dog and officer) specifically trained to detect weapons
being illegally brought into the mall. Both are intended as deterrents
to those intent on criminal activity. We recognize that it is hard to
measure the impact of those efforts but we are confident that both,
together with the overall video security at the mall, will prevent crime
and enhance our investigations when criminal activity occurs.
I want to also call your attention to the November elections - please
exercise your right and responsibility to vote for the candidate(s)
of your choosing! In particular, I want to draw your attention to
the constitutional amendment on the ballot to legalize the sale of
recreational marijuana in Missouri. Unlike the medical marijuana
amendment which prevents a local prohibition on such facilities,
this proposition, if it passes statewide, includes the ability for a
city to prohibit such sales subject to a public vote in November
2024 (which requires a 60.0% vote for approval). Your vote on
November 8th on that proposition to legalize adult use marijuana
for recreational purposes will provide some valuable guidance to
city officials.
Until next month, stay safe and enjoy my favorite time of year – early fall
with its warm days, chilly nights and onset of fall foliage.
-Mark
2

Annual Public Hearing on

Real Estate Tax

The Board of Aldermen will hold a public hearing
beginning at 7:00 PM on Monday, September 12th
at the Des Peres Government Center required
before establishing the 2022 Property Tax Rate.
By state law, the city is authorized to levy a real
estate tax pursuant to the Hancock Amendment as
certified by the State Auditor.
Des Peres has voluntarily reduced its authorized
levy each year for the past 27 years to $0.00 for
all classes of property foregoing the real estate
taxes that would otherwise be generated. The
Public Hearing on September 12th is intended to
receive public comments on the proposed $0.00
tax rate for 2022 which could be raised to $0.21 for
residential properties or any rate lower. The City
may set differing rates by class of property.

Current Property Tax Allocations in Des Peres:

At a $0.21 rate, the average homeowner in Des
Peres would pay roughly $213 each year in
residential property taxes to the city based on
current assessments. Des Peres is one of only two
cities with a combined $0.00 real estate tax rate
when considering the city and fire district rate. The
average city rate in St Louis County for residential
property levied by a city was $0.518 and the average
combined city/fire district rate was $1.883 per $100
of assessed value on residential property.
Residents may appear in person or submit written
comments by e-mail to cityclerk@desperesmo.org
prior to the date and time of the public hearing.

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet twice in
September including Monday the 12th and
26th. All meetings are open to the public
and livestreamed with video on the city
website using our Agenda Center. Agenda
and copies of all legislation are posted on
the city website on the Thursday prior to
the meeting for review.
Items Approved in June & July:
1. B22-2956: Granting a Conditional Use
Permit for Operation of a Restaurant
to Koibito Poke at 13307 Manchester
Road
2. B22-2957: An Ordinance Approving
a Boundary Adjustment Plat Between
Lots 187 and 143 in the Dougherty Lake
Subdivision
3. R22-3579.1: Declaring FM K-9 a
Specialized Provider under the
Purchasing Code; Authorizing a
Negotiated Contract for Purchase of
a Public Safety Canine and Related
Initial Training; and Authorizing a
Supplemental Appropriation in the
Public Safety (Prop P) Fund
4. B22-2960: An Ordinance Vacating a
Portion of the Right-of-Way of Old
Dougherty Ferry Road from the End
of the Cul-de-Sac West a Distance of
110.12 Feet
5. R22-3604: A Resolution Rejecting
All Bids Received May 27, 2022 for
Construction of a Roundabout on
Des Peres Road and Declaring the
City’s Intention to Rebid the Project in
October 2022 for Construction in 2023
6. R22-3608: Approving Application for
2023 Municipal Park Grant for Des
Peres Park Playground Improvements

ATTENTION SUBDIVISION TRUSTEES
To help the City maintain a current and
accurate list of all trustees, please send
an updated roster to Amanda Hurley, City
Clerk, 12325 Manchester Road, Des Peres,
MO 63131 or via e-mail to cityclerk@
desperesmo.org. Please include the name of
the subdivision, name of officer, office held,
home address, phone number and e-mail.

3

Parks & Recreation

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

FEED THE MASSES

The Lodge Des Peres is excited to host
Treat your doggie for a dip at The Lodge
the 3rd annual “Feed the Masses” food
Outdoor Pool as we end our 2022 summer
drive contest this holiday season! 15+
season! Watch your pooch paddle and play
Parks and Recreation Departments from
in the water, receive a tasty dog treat and
the St. Louis Region are competing to
make some frisky new friends! For the safety
see which city can collect the most food
of everyone, owners must show current
items to be donated to local food bank.
proof of the following vaccinations in order
Residents from each participating city
for their dogs to participate: Distemper,
are invited to bring food items to their
Parvo, Rabies. Dogs will not be allowed
parks and recreation department offices
entry without written documentation of
November 1 through November
the above vaccines. Owners may not swim
30, 2022. Help Des Peres win
with their pooches; this swim is for dogs
this competition by your
only! Due to weather unpredictability,
donations this holiday
online registration per session is required
season! Collection bins will
and opens at 12 p.m. on the day of the
be available at The Lodge
event. The cost is per human attending
starting November 1!
the sessions below (multiple
dogs allowed per human). ALL
PUMPKIN GLOW ON DES PERES PARK LAKE
human participants must preregister online to attend the
Join us at Des Peres Park for our annual pumpkin
event. Thank you to our sponsor
glow! At sunset (6:30 p.m.), we will launch JackJunction Orthodontics!
O-Lanterns onto the pond! Bring your pre-carved
creation and be a part of our magical float!
Maximum 75 per session
Participants are welcome to bring a picnic dinner
Cost: $10 per human
and s’mores supplies. Marshmallow roasting sticks
Session: #1794 5:30 p.m.–6:15 p.m.
and campfires will be available.
#1795 6:30 p.m.–7:15 p.m.
Date: September 6
Location: The Lodge Outdoor Pool

THE METROPOLITAN ORCHESTRA
OF ST. LOUIS POP UP CONCERT
The City of Des Peres has teamed up
with The Metropolitan Orchestra of St.
Louis for a FREE pop up concert in Des
Peres Park. Join us on Sunday, September 4 from 6 pm to 7:30 pm in Des Peres
Park for one of MOSL's pop up concert
events. Enjoy music by Brahms, Rossini,
and Strauss! Bring a chair, relax and enjoy
the "Cartoon Classics"
Cost: FREE
Ages: all ages
Time: 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Date: September 4
Location: Des Peres Park
(12325 Manchester Rd)
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Registration is per pumpkin. A pumpkin floatation
device, glow stick and marshmallow roasting stick
will be provided for each Jack-O-Lantern registered
for the event. Registration deadline is 10/7.
Cost: $10/Member & Resident; $12/Non-Resident
Ages: All ages
Time: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Session: #2129 October 14
Location: Des Peres Park, 12352 Manchester Road

HALLOWEEN CANDY EXCHANGE
Trade sugar for activity! Help your family be healthier this Halloween and bring one pound of candy
to The Lodge in exchange for one admission to enjoy The Lodge Indoor Wave Pool on November
4. The candy will be donated to the USO of Missouri for our troops. The Lodge Café will be open
normal hours from 4 - 7 p.m. Children 8 and under must be accompanied by an adult for this event.
This ticketed event will sell out - register early! PRE-REGISTRATION (FREE) IS REQUIRED BY 10/31
FOR EACH PERSON ATTENDING REGARDLESS IF A MEMBER OR AN ADULT. There is no regular
open swim due to this event and all free passes must be used on 11/4. Thank you to our sponsor
Junction Orthodontics! Minimum 50/Maximum 200
Cost: FREE with registration and 1 pound of candy donated by each registrant
Ages: All Ages
Day: Friday
Session: #2126 November 4
Time: 4 – 7 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Indoor Wave Pool
NFL FLAG FOOTBALL LEAGUE
This coed 5 vs. 5 Flag Football league
will meet Saturday mornings. Games
will be scheduled between 9 a.m. – 5
p.m. Registration fee includes an NFL
Flag jersey and a set of flags for each
player to keep. A six-game regular
season will be followed by a postseason playoff game to include all teams. Teams will be divided into three age divisions
(5 - 8, 9 - 11, 12 - 14) based on their age as of 1/14/22. Games will be rescheduled if
temperature is below 20 degrees. Make-up games will be added on Sundays or at the
end of the schedule. Player registration will be taken individually (Free Agent) or by
team. If you are registering as a Free Agent then it is not a guarantee that you will be
placed on a team. If enough “Free Agents” register then a team will be created from the
Free Agent pool of players. If you would like to register a team, please contact Darryl at
314.835.6164 or dmiller@desperesmo.org.

INDIVIDUAL PLAYER REGISTRATION (FREE AGENT)
Cost: $90/Member & Resident; $110/Non-Resident
Day: Saturday
Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Session: #2178 Peewee Division January 14 – February 25 (ages 5 - 8)
#2179 Junior Division January 14 – February 25 (ages 9 - 11)
#2180 Senior Division January 14 – February 25 (ages 12 - 14)
Location: Des Peres Park, Flag Football Fields – 12325 Manchester Road; 63131

Parks & Recreation

All team registrations must have a volunteer coach with a maximum of 12 players. All
volunteer coaches are required to attend a coach’s meeting on 1/7/23, and must clear a
criminal background check. Registrations begins 09/01/22. The early bird registration
cost (listed below) will end on 11/13/22. Registrations after that will increase by $10.
Registration deadline is 12/4/22. Because this is a large program, online registration is
required at www.desperesmo.org/416. Cost is per player. For Team Registration, please
contact Darryl at 314.835.6164
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Public Safety

DES PERES LAUNCHES CANINE INITIATIVE
The Board of Alderman at their meeting held April 25th gave approval to the creation of a
canine unit assigned to the Department of Public Safety – the canine unit is not a “patrol or
bite dog” but will be trained primarily to detect firearms at West County Center. The dog
will also be trained to track persons, such as missing persons or suspects and also evidence/
article searches.
The department’s West County Center detail already includes a police substation staffed
with four full-time Des Peres police officers used for crime prevention at the center.
The center detail is staffed with a minimum two police officers per day and they work
in partnership with WCC’s internal security and a very sophisticated video surveillance
system monitored by mall security. The canine unit is an addition of one officer to the
center and supplements other safety measures that the city approved such as the FLOCK
License Plate Reader (LPR) cameras that were installed on the property.
Since the approval of the canine unit the city has entered into agreement with FM-K9
based out of Berrien Center, Michigan, for the purchase of a German Shepherd. One of
our officers has been selected as the handler and on June 27 the handler and department
representatives traveled to FM K9 to select our dog. On July 24, our officer arrived for
training at FM-K9 and will attend training with our dog, who is named Obe, for a period of
four to five weeks. Obe (pictured on page 3) and the handler (PSO Elzinga) will complete
training around the first week of September and after a two weeks of internal training you
will see the canine unit at the center working by mid-September. Obe is named after our
fallen officer, Police Officer John L. Oberkramer, who made the ultimate sacrificed in the
line of duty on December 24, 1978. Obe is the family nickname and this will assure that we
all remember the sacrifice and legacy of Officer Oberkramer as well as honor the family.
If you see our officers or our Canine Unit out and about at the center
please stop by and say hello. For any questions on our police services
for the city or West County Center and including the canine unit please
contact Either Chief Hall or Captain Severs at 314-835-6235.

PUBLIC SAFETY TO RESUME ARCHERY PROGRAM
The 2022-2023 Archery Season officially opens on Thursday, September
15 with applications for private hunting locations currently being accepted
by the Public Safety Department. That application period will remain open
throughout the entirety of Archery Season (September 15th to January 15th) with
a brief stoppage in November (12th-24th) as set by the Missouri Department of Conservation.
Des Peres homeowners interested in hosting archery hunts on private property should visit
our Deer Management webpage to review our polices and procedures before submitting your
intention to hunt. Those procedures generally include obtaining appropriate tags, completion of
hunter safety training, prohibitions on baiting techniques, limitations on a successful harvest, and
mandatory notification of adjacent properties.
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety is responsible for maintaining all records, permits and
files for the ordinance allowing archery hunting of deer. For specific questions about all-things
deer management in Des Peres including guidance for pursuing an archery permit, please contact
Lieutenant John Preuss at 314-835-6234 or by email at jpreuss@desperesmo.org.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
The National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA) has announced
“Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape” as the 2022 theme for
Fire Prevention Week, October 9-15, reinforcing the critical
importance of developing a home escape plan with all members
of the household and practicing it regularly. In addition, this
October marks the 100th anniversary of Fire Prevention Week,
the nation’s longest-running public health observance on record.
Following are key messages behind this year’s “Fire Won’t Wait.
Plan Your Escape” theme:
•
•

•
•
•

Make sure your home escape plan meets the needs of all your
family members, including those with sensory or physical disabilities.
Smoke alarms should be installed inside every sleeping room, outside each separate
sleeping area, and on every level of your home. Smoke alarms should be interconnected so
when one sounds, they all sound.
Know at least two ways out of every room, if possible. Make sure all doors and windows
open easily.
Have an outside meeting place a safe distance from your home where everyone should meet.
Practice your home fire drill at least twice a year with everyone in the household,
including guests. Practice at least once during the day and at night.

For more general information about Fire Prevention Week and cooking fire prevention,
visit www.fpw.org, or contact our Department of Public Safety, Fire & EMS
Commander Dale Fiala (dfiala@desperesmo.org) or 314-835-6200.
LOCK IT OR LOSE IT

As always, we encourage you to call the department if you see any suspicious activity.
We would also like to remind the community of our Neighborhood Camera program
which is a valuable investigative tool to assist our community. Information and registering
for the program is available on our website at https://www.desperesmo.org/1523/
Residential-Camera-Program

Public Safety

Like so many other communities accross the St. Louis region, Des Peres has
been subject to an growing number of vehicle theft incidents in recent years
- 10 so far in 2022, 9 last year and 11 in 2020. The same pattern holds true for
vehicle tampering which involves either stealing from a motor vehicle or an attempt to
steal the vehicle itself. With those stats in mind, please be cognizant of the following
tips to keep you, your family and property safe:
• Lock your vehicle, take the keys and garage door openers with you. An overwhelming
majority of vehicle thefts or thefts from vehicles occur when the vehicle is unlocked
• When you park your vehicle, remove valuables that otherwise may be in plain view
such as spare money, cellular phones, and cameras, Lock all valuables in the trunk
of your vehicle or take them with you. Criminals are often looking for items in plain
sight that can be taken quickly
• Park in well-lit areas and make sure your residential outside lighting is on at night
(and all doors to your residence are closed and locked, including garage doors).
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City of

Des Peres
Missouri
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Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Police Services
Vicki Severs, MA
vsevers@desperesmo.org
835-6232

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
835-6235

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/
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