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April Municipal Election Preview
The April 2022 Municipal Elections will be held on Tuesday, April 5th
with polls open between 6:00am and 7:00pm. The following candidates
will appear on the ballot with Ward III representing the only contested
race for an aldermanic seat – see Page 7 for a snapshot of that race
including bios for each candidate.
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Mark Becker, Mayor
John E. Pound, Ward I
Dean Fitzpatrick, Ward II
Patrick Barrett, Ward III
Kathleen McKean Gmelich, Ward III

In addition to the municipal elections, the April ballot will include
contested board seats in both Parkway and Kirkwood School Districts.
St. Louis County will also feature three propositions on the ballot, one
of which will directly impact Des Peres – Proposition C which imposes a
countywide use tax on all out-of-state sales equal to the County’s sales
tax rate of 3.5%. If approved, a portion of Proposition C funding will
be shared with municipalities on a population basis estimated at $40
per capita representing an estimated $370,000 per year to Des Peres
starting in 2023.
Des Peres is home to two polling places in April including (1) the Des
Peres Government Center and (2) The Lodge. Be sure to watch the mail
for information from the Board of Election Commissions including your
sample ballot and polling place location. However, St. Louis County will
again allow registered voters to utilize any polling place convenient to
them. With new computerized voting equipment, St. Louis County can
produce a ballot at any polling place unique to your registered voting
address. For more information about the upcoming election, visit:
https://stlouiscountymo.gov/st-louis-county-government/board-ofelections/. Every Vote Counts! Vote on April 5, 2022
Continued on Page 7

Letter From

Mayor:

Mayor Mark Becker

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

It appears that SPRING MAY FINALLY BE AT OUR DOORSTEP!
Although, in Missouri we can always expect an occasional
spring snow in March or April!

Aldermen:
Ward I:

This has been a trying winter with frequent snowstorms
that seem to always fall on Thursday and Fridays disrupting
trash collection for those routes. This has been on top of
challenges experienced by Waste Connections (and all
trash haulers) to recruit, train and retain employees to
meet their contract commitments. While we appreciate
everyone’s patience, we recently took the hauler to task by
imposing fines under the contract for their performance in
February - simply skipping pick-ups for a week is not the
answer to any problem including bad weather.

John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
James Osherow Jr
josherow@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Ward II:
Dean Fitzpatrick
dfitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:
Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

However, good news is on the horizon. Waste Connections
has recently lost one of its county contract areas. That frees
up ten trucks and drivers in their operations on April 1st
to help address manpower shortages for both drivers and
mechanics who take care of an aging fleet. They will be able
to focus more resources on their remaining contract areas
including Des Peres.
I am happy to announce that our April Edition of the Des
Peres Newsletter will be returning to a quarterly mailed
newsletter instead of an electronic newsletter which we went
to in 2020 as part of a cost cutting measure due to COVID. The
electronic newsletter, which requires residents sign up on the
website and give us an e-mail address, was not reaching most
of the community. Prior citizen surveys suggested that the Des
Peres Newsletter was the 2nd highest source for residents of local
government news (after the Webster Kirkwood Times) so what’s
old becomes new again!

Many of you may not know that The Lodge now features upgraded
air quality using dry hydrogen peroxide systems for both air quality
and cleaning of surfaces in our high contact rooms including the locker
rooms, meeting rooms, fitness center, and gymnasium. That air quality
level is what is found in critical hospital settings and is considered
the highest level of air quality protection currently available. Credit
to our hard working staff for seeking a FEMA grant to pay 100% of
the cost of those improvements! We hope that effort, along with
the continuing decline of COVID infection rates, will encourage
residents to rejoin The Lodge which is a quality of life amenity
not found in most suburban communities in this region.
Please consider joining The Lodge along with your friends and
neighbors and enjoy one of the many things that make Des Peres a
great place to live.
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Respectfully,
Mark

Construction Activity at

Des Peres City Hall
You may have noticed some light construction
activity along the northern side of City Hall in
recent weeks including large roll-off dumpsters,
contractor equipment, and debris chutes
hanging from the windows. This project relates to
ongoing efforts by the city to abate and remove
all outstanding environmental hazards located in
the upper floors of City Hall including asbestos
and lead-based paint. Those two floors have
remained largely unoccupied and unused (with
the exception of paper record storage) since
1973 when the City first acquired the building
and retrofitted the main level into City Hall –
roughly 9 years after the Lutheran Orphanage
closed operations. This effort marks the first
remediation project targeting the upper floors
since the building was constructed in 1936.

Discounting the temporary eyesore, the
abatement project should be uneventful for park
patrons and City Hall visitors since the work is
being conducted entirely indoors during nonoffice hours. This approach was preferable to
help minimize disruption while accelerating the
project timeline. Looking ahead, we fully expect
the site work to be completed by mid-May
allowing the Parks and Recreation Department
to continue its summer programming activities
without interruption.
We appreciate everyone’s patience as this
project moves forward and encourage anyone
with comments or questions regarding the
abatement activity to contact our Assistant City
Administrator, Scott Schaefer at 314-835-6132
or by email at sschaefer@desperesmo.org

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times in
April including Monday the 11th and 25th at
7pm. All meetings are open to the public and
live-streamed with video on the city website
using our Agenda Center. Agenda and copies
of all legislation are posted on the city website
on the Thursday prior to the meeting for
review.
Items Approved in February/March:
1. R22-3545: Authorizing the Director of
Public Works to Submit an Application
for a Surface Transportation Program
(STP) Grant Relating to Improvements to
Des Peres Road
2. R22-2947: An Ordinance Authorizing a
Professional Services Agreement with
PGAV for On-Call Planning Services
as May be Required by the Board of
Aldermen
3. R22-3551: Authorizing a Contract
with White Buffalo Inc. to Carry Out
Professional Sharpshooting Services
Targeting Whitetail Deer Populations in
Des Peres
4. B22-2946: An Ordinance Transferring
and Reissuing the Conditional Use Permit
for Operation of a Restaurant to F3 Des
Peres LLC (dba/ Jimmy John’s) Located
at 1090 N. Ballas Road Within the Des
Peres Corners Shopping Center
Future Items Under Review:
1. B22-2951: An Ordinance of the City of
Des Peres Amending Section 410.050 of
Appendix A.Signs of the Municipal Code
of the City of Des Peres to Permit an
Otherwise Noncompliant Temporary Signs
in the C-2 and C-3 Commercial Districts
2. R22-2553: Authorizing a Task order
with PGAV to Provide Professional
Planning Services for Review of a Petition
from Barn Owl I LLC for a Proposed
Development of Property Addressed as
13431 Manchester Road and Expressing
the Intention of the City to Assess the
Petitioner All Costs Associated with
Considering Their Zoning Petition

3

Parks & Recreation

The Bunny is hopping on over to your Des
Peres home this Easter! Give your little ones
an Easter to remember! At your scheduled
10-minute time slot, the Bunny will arrive
with candy and toy-filled Easter eggs
to scatter across your front yard. Photo
opportunities are available! All visits are
conducted on the front lawn or driveway.
Register for the event, and a Lodge
employee will contact you with your
specific visit time (between 5 - 7 p.m.) and
to personalize your experience. Maximum
of 6 kids per registration (10-minute visit).
Registration begins 2/2/22; registration
deadline is 4/1/22. Thank you to our
sponsor, Together Credit Union!
Cost: $50 (Des Peres Residents only)
Ages: All ages
Day: Friday
Time: 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Session: #1484 April 15
Location: Your Des Peres home!
GET HOPPING EGG HUNT

Hop on over to Des Peres Park
for our annual youth egg hunt!
Children, ages 0-6 years old, are
welcome to participate in the big
scramble. Kids will be separated
into age group zones (ages 0-3) and
(ages 4-6) to decrease crowding. Our
special guest will be the Easter Bunny,
so be sure to stop by, rain or shine, with
your basket in hand. Bring your camera
for a picture with the Easter Bunny! This
event is FREE! Thank you to our sponsor,
Kiddie Academy! In the event of inclement
weather, please visit www.desperesmo.
org/weather.
Cost: FREE
Days: Saturday
Time: 9:30 a.m. sharp!
Session: #1602 April 16
Ages: 0-6 years
Location: Des Peres Park Gazebo;
12325 Manchester Road, 63131
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UNDERWATER EGG HUNT

VISITS FROM THE BUNNY

Join us for a unique egg hunt in our indoor
pool! Grab your swimsuit and goggles
and get ready to hunt eggs underwater
for an opportunity to win awesome prizes
and candy. Participants can enjoy the
indoor pool with the waves on from (4:30
- 6 p.m.) with an egg-cellent egg hunt
following. Proper swim attire is required
for participants. One adult allowed per
registrant. Registration deadline is April 8.
Minimum 15/Maximum 75
Cost: $20/Member & Resident; $24/Non-Resident
Ages: 7 - 14
Days: Friday, April 15
Time: 4:30 – 7 p.m.
Session: #1590 Ages 7 – 10 (6:00 p.m. SHARP!)
#1616 Ages 11 – 14 (6:30 p.m. SHARP!)
DOG EGG HUNT

Bring your furry friend to Des Peres Park to
participate in our annual Dog Egg Hunt! Dog treat
filled eggs will be scattered around the park for your
hound to track down. A photo opportunity with
the Bunny is available before and after the hunt,
so be sure to bring your camera! For the safety of
everyone, owners must show current proof of the
following vaccinations at the event in order for
their dogs to participate: Distemper, Parvo, Rabies.
Dogs will not be allowed entry without written
documentation of the above vaccines. Dogs must
be kept on a leash at all times. In the event of
inclement weather, please visit www.desperesmo.
org/weather. Please register one human per dog
(spectators are free). Registration deadline is
4/9/22. Minimum 30/Maximum 60

Cost: $16/Member & Resident; $18/Non-Resident
Time: 11 a.m. sharp!
Session: #1598 April 16
Location: Des Peres Park Gazebo

2022 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PREVIEW
Winter will soon come to an end, so construction season is right around
the corner. Des Peres will see a quite a few projects this year, not only
on our own streets, but also on county and state highways.
Ballas Road
St. Louis County started replacing sidewalks last year, and MissouriAmerican Water replaced the water main from Dougherty Ferry all the
way to Clayton Road. The water company’s contractor is in the process of
patching the trenches, then the County’s contractor will place new asphalt
from Dougherty Ferry to Manchester Road this summer.
Manchester Road
MoDOT will be replacing sidewalks and resurfacing Manchester Road from Lindbergh/
Kirkwood Road to I-270. The City has a piggyback project that will make further improvements
through a federal grant which covers 80% of the costs of our enhancements. MoDOT will be
advertising for bids in March, with construction expected to start in late 2022 and lasting
through the end of 2023.
Des Peres Road Roundabout
In 2017, the City of Des Peres utilized a
MoDOT TEAP grant (Traffic Engineering
Assistance Program) to study traffic on Des
Peres Road. One of the recommendations
of the study was reconfiguration of the
intersection of Des Peres Road with
Old Des Peres Road. This intersection
has been the site of frequent accidents
due to its unique nature. While many
laypeople suggested a four-way stop,
the volume during peak periods would
cause significant delays and backups.
The study suggested either a traffic signal
or roundabout. Given the geometry and
setting of the location, a roundabout was
deemed the better option. The City was
awarded a federal grant in 2019, providing
80% reimbursement for the project from design through construction. While the total
project cost will be approximately $1.6M, the cost to the City will only be $320,000.
Following the open house last September, our consultant began finalizing plans.
Construction is expected to begin around Memorial Day, lasting up to six months.
Please check in on www.desperesmo.org/roundabout for updates during construction.

Public Works

Georgian Trail and Sandalwood Court
Reconstruction of these two concrete streets will be combined into one project.
Missouri-American Water unexpectedly replaced the water main under the north side
of Georgian Trail late last summer. Rather than having them replace half the street at
that time, we asked them to give us the money they would have spent. That gives us the
opportunity to reconstruct the entire road at one time, while also adding a curb inlet
and correcting longstanding drainage problems. Sandalwood Court is an even smaller
street ending in a cul-de-sac, which has been patched multiple times, but needs full
construction. We anticipate bidding out this work in March, and work will take place
over the summer.
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Public Works

Highland Avenue and Shari Drive
At the southern end of Des Peres, Highland
Avenue runs along the west side of I-270 from
Dougherty Ferry to the Greenbriar Country
Club maintenance facility. Wedged between a
wooded hillside and a creek, Highland is narrow,
winding, and frequently wet, which has led to
its degradation over time. Our project will use
a process called full-depth reclamation (FDR)
to grind up the old asphalt and underlying
gravel, then mix in cement and regrade it
before laying a new asphalt surface. One of the
advantages of FDR is that local traffic can travel
on the compacted base at the end of each
workday. The project will also install curbs and
stormwater inlets at select locations to direct
water away from the pavement and
into the creek. Shari Drive is located off
Highland Avenue and while it doesn’t
carry as much traffic, it is in desperate
need of repairs. It will be reconstructed
in conjunction with Highland Avenue.
This project is expected to start midsummer.
Spring Valley Woods Slab Replacement
The City has budgeted over $350,000 to replace deficient concrete slabs in Spring Valley
Woods Subdivision. This includes slabs on Ballas View Drive, Ballas View Court, and
Trailcrest Drive. A similar project is planned for Bent Brook Road (Spring Valley) in 2023. As
weather improves, Streets staff will mark slabs for replacements. Using that information,
the project will be designed and bid, with construction taking place over the summer.
Sidewalks
This year’s sidewalk project will address trip hazards in Royal Acres Subdivision. The Board
allocated $150,000 in order to make needed repairs throughout the whole neighborhood.
Bids were recently opened, and the Board of Aldermen awarded a contract to Kingsland
Concrete. Work should start in April or May, depending on weather. As that date approaches,
watch for electronic message panels at the entrances to the subdivision.

Work Zone Safety & Awareness
In addition to all of these projects, our own Streets Division will
be completing pavement and sidewalk repairs at various locations
over the course of the summer. Regardless of who is doing the
work, please watch for signage and drive safely through work zones.
Along those lines, please join us in celebrating National Work Zone
Awareness Week which will occur between April 11th and the 15th.
This perennial spring campagn held at the onset of construction
season aims to spread a simple but critical message to motorist....use
extra caution when traveling through work zones. Please do your part
and spread the word about work zone safety!
For all other information regarding upcoming city-sponsored projects, feel free to contact us at 314835-6130 or visit: www.desperesmo.org/projects.
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Patrick Barrett, Candidate for Aldermen Ward III
My name is Pat Barrett, and I have had the pleasure of serving as an
Alderman for Ward 3 for the past four years. I am a lifelong resident of
Des Peres. Growing up in Berkley Manor, I went to St. Clement grade
school and DeSmet Jesuit High School. I received a BBA from Southern
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, and a MBA from Washington
University in St. Louis.
My family and I are members of the St. Gerard Parish. I also serve
or have served on several boards and commissions, including The
Backstoppers, DeSmet Jesuit High School, the St. Louis County
Highway and Traffic commission, the St. Louis Bank Advisory Board,
and the Missouri Division of Aging commission. I worked for 28
years at our family business, Biomedical Systems, a global company
specializing in clinical services to the healthcare and pharmaceutical
industries. I would appreciate your vote on April 5th and would look
forward to continuing to serve our community.

Kathleen McKean Gmelich, Candidate for Aldermen Ward III
During my 35 years as a Des Peres resident, I served as a Ward I
Alderman (1996-2017), acting as President of the Board for three
terms and Aldermanic liaison for multiple terms to each of the City
Boards and Commissions. Prior to that, I was a member of the
Planning and Zoning Commission (1992-1996). As an Alderman, I
provided diligent fiscal and operational oversight – beyond that, I
was part of the leadership team that managed “milestone” projects
such as the redevelopment of West County Mall, the establishment
of The Lodge and the addition of a new Schnucks and Dierbergs.
I have a BS in Public Administration, an MBA and a JD, and have
practiced law part-time with Curtis, Heinz, Garrett and O’Keefe
for 26+ years. My husband David and I are active members of St.
Gerard Majella, where our three children attended grade school
and I was appointed to the School Board. Due to redistricting, I
am now a resident of Ward 3. I am proud of my record and confident that I have the
time, experience and commitment to once again serve the City, especially during
these pivotal times. It would be an honor to represent you as Alderman.
ELECTION JUDGE SHORTAGE

Election Preview

With the April 5th Election right around the corner, the St. Louis County Board
of Elections is making a last-minute push to recruit enough election judges to
work the various polling places on Election Day. Currently, the Election Board is short
nearly 100 Republication Election Judges for the April election. If the Election Board
is unable to secure the remaining Republican Election Judges, the number of Election
Judges per polling place may be reduced. If you are interested in applying to work as an
Election Judge for the April 5th General Municipal Election, visit www.vote4stlco.com/
pollaccess or contact the Election Board at 314-615-1865. Applications are considered
on a first come, first serve basis. Election Judges are compensated $175 for their Election
Day duties. Training is compensated as well, but the compensation varies depending on
the role.
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City of

Des Peres
Missouri
connect with us
www.facebook.com/
desperesmo/

Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Police Services
Vicki Severs, MA
vsevers@desperesmo.org
835-6232

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
835-6235

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/

CITY OFFICIALS

CITY OFFICIALS

MAYOR
Mark
Becker
MAYOR
mbecker@desperesmo.org
Rick Lahr
rlahr@desperesmo.org

ALDERMAN
WARD I
ALDERMAN
John
Pound
WARD
I
jpound@desperesmo.org
John Pound
James Osherow Jr
jpound@desperesmo.org
josherow@desperesmo.org
Kahleen Gmelich
kgmelich@desperesmo.org

WARD II
Dean
Fitzpatrick
WARD
II
dfitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
Paul Raczkiewicz
Jim Kleinschmidt
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
org
Jim Kleinschmidt
WARD III
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.
Pat org
Barrett

pbarrett@desperesmo.org
Sean
Concagh
WARD
III
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org

