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Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news

MAY 1, 2020

THE DES PERES TIMES

E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
STATUS OF THE 2020 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES REMAINS UNDETERMINED
AND WILL BE REEVALUATED UPON CHANGE IN COUNT Y HEALTH ORDERS
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FO OD DRIVE AT THE LODGE

DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.
The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

When: SATURDAY, MAY 9TH from 9:00 AM to
3:00 PM
Des Peres is participating in the “Mayors for
Meals” food drive to benefit The St Louis Area
Food Bank which is the St Louis area’s largest
non-profit food distributor. They partner with
over 500 organizations and food pantries in
the 26 county region serving over 400,000
people. With the economic strains caused
from COVID 19, food pantries have seen a 30%
increase in the need for assistance from local
food pantries.
All shelf-stable food and personal care items
are needed!
Participation is easy. Drive up to the front
entrance to The Lodge. Our staff, equipped
with appropriate PPE will unload the items
from your trunk – no need for you to get out
of your car.
Let’s show the region the generous spirit of
Des Peres residents as we partner in helping to
resolve food insecurity for the neediest among
us. Join me and our staff in this effort. With
appreciation....
Mark Becker, Mayor
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GENERAL GOVERNANCE
At our meeting held April 27th, the elected
officials were presented a preliminary staff
report that business closures resulting from
COVID 19 from March thru May is expected
to impact sales tax revenues by $1.5 to $1.7
million this year and depending on the
rate of recovery once business reopens our
total lost revenues are projected between
$2.8 and $3.8 million or roughly 30% of our
total revenue. Shocking but not unexpected
news.
The Board of Aldermen and I have already
suspended $1.8 million in capital projects
scheduled for the 2nd half of this year and
reviewed reports on an $800,000 reduction
in our operating budgets for the balance of
the year. Our 2020 Budget had already been
subject to nearly $800,000 in reductions from
departmental requests before adoption.
Much of what is being cut or delayed in
operations will be largely unnoticed in terms
of overall city service levels. However, two
projects of note will not proceed as planned
this year. The Deer Management effort to
reduce herd size by 60 deer is being delayed
saving $50,000. Further, year two of our
Emerald Bore Ash Tree Removal is being
suspended except for dead and dangerous
ash trees representing a savings of $75,000. I
am sure those decisions will disappoint some
residents and be welcome news to others.

Another cost savings measure is to move
our quarterly Des Peres Newsletter from a
printed & mailed publication for the 2nd half
of the year in favor of an e-edition similar
to this publication. That move will allow us
to save $10,000-$12,000 on an annual basis
and allow us to provide more timely and upto-date news than the published version. We
will still print and mail the summer edition
if for no other reason than to give notice to
our residents who are not yet aware of the
Des Peres Time e-edition so that they can
sign up for our electronic format.
The smallest cut is to eliminate Des Peres’
donation to the Kirkwood Freedom Fiesta
Fireworks show on July 4th. That cut may
be more symbolic than real as we anticipate
Kirkwood will join the large number of area
cities in eliminating Independence Day
Fireworks show largely as a cost cutting
move.
As to COVID 19, your elected officials share
the anxiety and frustration of many with the
Shelter at Home order in St Louis County and
look forward to its terms being modified.
We recognize the health purpose behind the
order; understand the economic strain it is
placing on all our residents and businesses;
but also share the quarantine fatigue that
many are feeling and the burning desire to
try to regain some sense of normalcy. The
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G E N E R A L G OV E R N A N C E (CO N T I N U E D)
hope is that the light can now been seen
at the end of the tunnel with the County
Executive promising to revisit the order by
mid-May and perhaps allow some limited
reopening of the county. More to come as
we learn more.
Mark Becker, Mayor

verify your address and call back number if
that information is not already identified on
the dispatchers screen (this can be an issue
especially when 911 calls are made via cell
phone. Second, to gather further medical
information on the emergency at hand which
allows the secondary dispatcher to route the
appropriate equipment and personnel to
respond to your emergency.

PUBLIC SAFETY - EMERGENCY DISPATCHING
As we have previously reported, our
department has modified our operations due
to the COVID-19 outbreak by separating our
Police and Fire/EMS functions. We also want
to update you on the changes that are in
place when you call 911.
Des Peres operates our own 911 call center for
initial emergency calls. Based on the nature
of the emergency, the call is either handled
in-house for all police related services
or transferred to an Emergency Medical
Dispatchers (EMD) for fire-ems calls who have
specialized training and can assist callers online until fire-ems crews arrive on the scene.
We currently contract for EMD dispatching
services thru the City of Kirkwood Dispatch
Center having switched fire dispatch from
Central County to Kirkwood four years
ago. Please be assured that the transfer of
emergency 911 calls from Des Peres Dispatch
and Kirkwood Medical Dispatch is seamless
and instantaneous resulting in no significant
delays. Even though the fire-ems call is
routed to Kirkwood EMD to coordinate the
emergency response, our dispatchers remain
on the line and gather information for our
fully trained public safety personnel to
respond immediately.
As Kirkwood-EMD receives the emergency call
they will begin to follow the EMD protocols
and ask you some initial questions: First, to

With the current COVID-19 outbreak, the EMD
protocols now include specific questions
related to travel and potential exposure. In
addition to the above questions the EMD
process also includes questions about the
patients recent travel history; potential
exposure to a known COVID-19 “hot location”
or by exposure to a known infected person;’
and finally to explore the patients symptoms
room to try to confirm if the call is a COVID
related call.
The questions may seem like a lot during the
time of an emergency but are designed to
provide you instructions for the best possible
care and guidance prior to the emergency
responders arriving. This information will
also be vital to our emergency responders
who can view the notes of the call and EMD
information prior to arriving on the scene and
give them a snapshot of status of the patient
and level of personal protective equipment.
This is all for the safety and security of the
first responders and to better prepare our
paramedics for the emergency for which you
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PUBLIC SAFE T Y (CONTINUED)
are seeking medical assistance.
Our paramedics are in continuous contact
with area hospitals and are engaged in
transmitting a patients conditions to the
emergency room often before you are
transported in our ALD-ambulance to better
prepare the ER team prior to your arrival
allowing them to be better prepared to
receive you and treat your emergency.

SOLID WA S TE MANAGEMENT
It appears that our trash hauler, Waste
Connections, has weathered the initial wave of
COVID related staffing shortages without an
impact on our solid waste collection services.
That appears to be true of the industry as
other haulers have recently announced reinstatement of yard waste services in other
jurisdictions starting next week.
-5-

Waste Connections continues to report a
significant uptick in the volume of household
refuse which is up 35% from “normal” due
to Shelter at Home which has created quite
a challenge and is causing both trash and
recycling services to run on an extended
schedule going later into each day to
complete routes. Those delays are typically a
matter of hours and not days, so please be
patient and keep your bins at the curb.
Des Peres’ contract with Waste Connections
is due to expire in December. The city is
examining the terms of that contract and
we are negotiating for a 3-5 year extension.
That contract costs the city $800,000 per
year allocated roughly $480,000 for trash/
recycling collection and $320,000 for yard
waste collection.
Our Shelter at Home time is a great time
for households to recommit to recycling.
The initial goal for recycling was to reduce
by 40.0% the volume of trash going to the
landfill. We are sad to report that recycling
has fallen to around 10.0% level this past
year. We ask that every household recommits
to recycling especially, paper & cardboard,
plastic containers, glass containers and
bottles, aluminum/metal cans and bottles.
Please make sure item are clean and dry and
not contaminated with food particles. Let’s
increase the volume with a 25% target by
year end!
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SOLID WA S TE (CONTINUED)

but hampered this week by weather

On a final note, recognition is due to Waste
Connections and its employees who are
essential and thank them for keeping our
service levels on par despite the health and
safety risks. Their hard work and commitment
to providing such a critical function is greatly
appreciated in Des Peres.

•

Ballas Meadows/Des Peres Drive Street
Improvements – curb repairs started this
week. Milling and paving is scheduled for
next week. During milling and paving, the
streets will be shut down for a full day
and no parking will be permitted on the
streets. Milling and paving are currently
scheduled:
•

•

Ballas Meadows Ridgfield: Millling
on Monday & Tuesday; Paving on
Wednesday & Thursday

Des Peres Drive – Milling on Wednesday
and paving on Thursday

PUBLIC WORK S & S TREE TS
Life goes on line “normal” in public works as
we try to deal with typical spring issues that
arrive every year. Construction projects are
underway and the number of Report a Concern
e-mails informing us of neighborhood issues,
need for street repairs and complaints about
our neighbors and what they do (and don’t
do) in the area of lawn and home maintenance
increase as residents have more time at home
due to the County Shelter at Home order.
Shelter at Home also impacts the department’s
capacity to respond to complaints as our
staff is split with some attempting to work
from home and others out on the street but
on a reduced schedule. We appreciate your
patience as we work with the increasing
workload due to the time of year and the
reduced staffing due to COVID 19.
•

Fawnvalley Drive – phase III of concrete
slab replacements to start next week.

•

Dougherty Lake Sidewalks – work ongoing

Schedules can be delayed due to wet weather
and residents on the impacted streets will
be notified of changes in schedule by signs
posted on the streets and/or by letters handdelivered the day before work is anticipated.
The streets will be reopened the same day as
paving is completed as soon as the asphalt
cools. are impacted by weatuerReminder
letters will be delivered to the impacted
streets the
More details on all projects are available at
www.desperesmo.org/projects
If you have concerns regarding any of the
above, you can call Public Works at 835-6130.
If you don’t immediately reach someone,
please leave a message, and we’ll get back
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to you as soon as possible. Due to reduced
staffing, we have limited ability to answer
calls as they come in.

organized sports activities. We appreciate
your assistance in helping to keep parks open
by practicing physical distancing.

PARK S & RECRE ATION

Click here for updates on THE LODGE during
the COVID-19 pandemic

Member Survey on Facility Usage: A survey
was sent out on Monday to assist us with
planning the re-opening of The Lodge (no
open date has been solidified at this time). If
you have not already completed the survey,
please take 1 minute to do so. Thank you for
your time! Click here to take the survey

Click here for updates on PARKS during the
COVID-19 pandemic

Parking Lot Improvement: We decided to
make the best of The Lodge’s empty parking
lot and had it re-sealed and re-striped last
week. We are looking forward to having a full
lot once again!
Fitness Center Deep Clean: During the
shutdown, staff have worked hard sanitizing
the entire facility. The fitness center has
received particular attention. Each individual
piece of equipment has been fully sanitized,
and the entire floor has been deep cleaned.

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y
DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100
ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200
PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150

Status of City Parks: The Lodge remains closed
through at least mid-May in accordance
with the extension of the St. Louis County
‘Shelter at Home’ order. Des Peres parks
remain open with some features closed per
St. Louis County Health Department orders most notably playgrounds, basketball courts,
and picnic shelters are closed along with

MUNCIPAL COURT
314-835-6119
REPORT A CONCERN
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