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Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news
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E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
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DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.
The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times into the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

GENERAL GOVERNANCE
Life is settling into the “new normal” as
all emergency staffing plans have been
implemented in response to COVID-19. City
Hall is closed to public access but remains
OPEN FOR BUSINESS. We want to thank our
citizens and customers for utilizing tools
available on our website to conduct essential
business. Using skeleton crews at city hall and
having others work from home has slowed
down our responses but we continue to work.
I wish the news were better but it’s not.
While no official orders have yet been issued,
all available information suggests that the
Shelter in Place order and closure of nonessential businesses including The Lodge will
be extended thru May and potentially thru
June.
All of the medical experts suggest that the
United States including the State of Missouri
and our St Louis region are at a critical
juncture of the fight to flatten the curve of
the Coronavirus and minimize spread of the
virus. Strict adherence to both the letter and
the spirit of the Health Department Orders
is imperative if we are to try to prevent our
medical systems from being overwhelmed and
to minimize both infection rates and deaths
from the virus. The latest predictions from
the CDC about potential death rates in the
United States is eye opening and should get
everyone’s attention about the importance of
minimizing contract with others.
Our public safety officers have a lot to do
during this crisis keeping citizens safe and we
need to minimize the time spent on enforcing
social distancing recommendations. Quite
frankly, while we are happy to see our citizens
continue to use our parks for exercise, we are
also disappointed by the number who ignore
the PLAYGROUND CLOSED signs; who are
engaging in pick-up group sports activities;
and groups that are ignoring the social
distancing recommendations of maintaining
a minimum 6 foot separation from others. We
will continue to monitor activities in the park
and hope to avoid the actions taken by St
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GENERAL GOVERNANCE (CONTINUED)
Louis County in closures of more facilities or even entire parks. We encourage you to do so
for your health, the health of your loved ones and friends; and the health of the community
as a whole. The more stringent we are about social distancing, the quicker this pandemic
crisis will come under control and we can return to a new version of a”new normal” in Des
Peres.
While day-to-day crisis management is in place for operating departments, the elected
officials and city management are turning their attention to the more long-term implications
of the COVID pandemic on city operations. Closure of the business community is taking a
quick toll on our finances. Des Peres is fortunate to have built a reserve to help carry us
thru difficult times but we need to preserve cash for future needs.
As a result, we have instituted a hiring freeze (subject to review on a case-by-case basis
for public health & safety purposes); we are reviewing all operating budgets to identify
and delay non-essential expenses; and have suspended all capital purchases and projects
not already under contract. As the financial conditions become better understood in the
months ahead, we will make adjustments as necessary and fiscally prudent. Project in the
works or under contract will continue.
Keep safe, stay healthy, observe social distancing and limit travel outside your home to
essential travel only. God bless you and your family and all our fellow citizens.
P U B L I C S A F E T Y D E PA R T M E N T
The Department of Public Safety is automatically advised by the County Department of
Health for all confirmed cases of Coronavirus that involve an address in Des Peres so that
we can enter the information in our CAD to allow dispatchers to immediately notify first
responders in the event of a call for service at that address. To date, we have been advised
of confirmed cases at five (5) residential locations in our city that involve one or more
individuals in that household.
Due to HIPPA requirements and on the recommendation of the County Department of
Health, the department does not release specific information by neighborhood or address.
We do however make contact with the individuals at that address to reinforce quarantine
guidelines and provide an offer of assistance in any way public safety can assist. At one
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P U B L I C S A F E T Y D E PA R T M E N T ( C O N T I N U E D )
home, we delivered much needed diapers! residential and business patrol. Traffic is not
Each neighborhood with a confirmed case is a high priority but for those with a heavy foot
also placed on close police patrol.
we are looking for speeders on both main
streets and in residential neighborhoods
While some police and fire agencies have while we patrol and will issue tickets to
experienced some employees exposed to egregious violators.
or with active COVID cases, Des Peres has
fortunately not suffered that issue yet. That When you see our patrol units in your
is one of the reasons why we this week neighborhood or on your parking lot please
split our department into work units that wave and say hello. We will maintain a
work out of different locations to minimum social distance out of concern for everyone’s
the potential for large scale internal health.
contamination. This week marks the first
week the Public Safety Department has been Fire & EMS calls for service have also been
operating as separate Police and Fire/EMS down and the crews focus has been on
station cleaning, and training
functions. As introduced in
specifically responding to
last week’s newsletter, Police
any COVID related calls
services are working out of
assuring our staff wears the
The Lodge and West County
proper personal protective
Center Substation and Fire &
equipment. If you see our
EMS services are working out
crews on EMS calls you may
of the existing Public Safety
notice they are wearing
Building.
additional equipment as a
The community will not see
precaution and dependent
any change in operations as
on the nature of the call.
the Police services are working
Aside for segregating our
10 and 12-hour shifts and the
public safety officers to
Fire/EMS crews are working
work only police or firea 48-hour shift followed by
ems duties, a major change
96 hours off. This schedule
for the department during
is new to our department, is
used in many stand-alone police and fire the last two weeks has been the change
departments in our region and our officers and additional precautions when cleaning
appear to be adjusting well. The schedules and decontaminating our ambulance after
were recommended to allow employees patient transports. The decontamination
multiple days off, with their respective crew, process now takes longer and we take extra
and in the event of an unknown exposure steps to assure that the ambulance and
and symptoms would develop we could keep equipment are clean for the next patient
the crew home during the initial incubation and for our staff. The process includes
period for the virus and fill in with other removing and wiping down every piece of
equipment that was used on the call and
officers.
every surface in the patient compartment
The department’s call volume and overall of the ambulance. In addition, we utilize
traffic in the city is down. Due to the low call our UV disinfectant light in the patient
volume and the temporary reassignment of compartment of the ambulance as the last
the officers from our West County Center step in the decontamination process. These
substation, the department is increasing our new steps usually take one hour to complete
crime prevention activities, emphasizing (dependent on the type of call). Police patrol
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P U B L I C S A F E T Y D E PA R T M E N T ( C O N T I N U E D )
vehicles are being similarly cleaned and and hasten an earlier end to this pandemic
disinfected after every prisoner transport health emergency in our area.
and at end of shifts.
Finally, to all of you who have expressed in
We are happy to see that the general public multiple ways thanks to our first responders
appears to have taken seriously the Shelter and those employees working in grocery
in Place order as evidenced by the lighter stores, thank you for keeping us in your
traffic volumes on our major streets and thoughts and prayers. Together, we will get
closure of non-essential businesses. We are thru this. As always, if you need assistance
a little disappointed in the compliance with please contact our dispatch center at 314social distancing recommendations and have 835-6200 and limit use of 911 to true
begun, as time permits, to stop and talk to emergencies.
groups of 10 or more or who are not abiding
PUBLIC WORKS
by social distancing recommendations.
While we have not yet done so, we have
been advised of enforcement provisions Grass is growing, trees are budding, and
that allow us to ticket violators if necessary birds are chirping. Which means very soon
we’ll have saws cutting, backhoes digging
going forward.
and dumptrucks dumping. While we fully
To those of you with middle school and support social distancing and non-essential
teenage children, we understand limiting workers staying home, construction is
and monitoring your children’s outside considered an essential function. During
activities is tough but keep in mind that every street and sidewalk construction, workers
contact by only one member of your family are in the fresh air and keep their distance
puts the rest of the family at risk of exposure. from one another. It helps keep our economy
Over 50% of those who are diagnosed with going while keeping workers safe.
Coronavirus are asymptomatic and don’t
realize they were contagious. Playing outside The replacement of the south end of
is healthy, playing outside or hanging out Fawnvalley Drive will kick off construction
in groups that are not adhering to social season this week. Sawcutting is scheduled
to start Friday 4/3 and removal is scheduled
distancing is not healthy.
to start Monday 4/6. The replacement will
Shelter in Place, minimizing non-essential be split into three phases, as shown in a map
travel, and practicing social distancing on the website and in the letters that were
remain the best ways to “flatten the curve” delivered this week.
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The same contractor will also be starting our
annual Sidewalk project later next week to
eliminate trip hazards. This year’s project
will “finish” the work that was started in
Dougherty Lake Subdivision last year.
Cracksealing will also commence within the
next week or two. The “east half ” of the city
will be cracksealed this year. The impact of
this work on traffic is negligible, but please
give the contractor room to work, passing
slowly.
Street Resurfacing will occur on three
streets, starting in late April: Des Peres Drive,
Ridgefield Drive, and Ballas Meadows Drive.
Concrete curbs will be added to the north
end of Des Peres Drive and a few broken/
sunken curbs will be replaced on Ballas
Meadows Drive and Ridgefield Drive.
Work on Bopp Road is expected to start after
Memorial Day. It will be resurfaced from
Manchester Road to the city limit (north
of Doubletree). This project will receive
80% federal reimbursement and includes
removal and replacement of the asphalt
surface, replacement of broken/sunken
curbs, replacement of curb ramps, and
installation of a rapid rectangular flashing
beacon (RRFB) at the St. Clement’s crosswalk.

The Newsletter, June 2018

Fairoyal Drive is scheduled for reconstruction
this year from East Royal Drive to Barrett
Station. This will be a significant undertaking,
as the existing pavement will be completely
removed and reconstructed. A segment
of sewer pipe will also be installed to deal
with longstanding groundwater problems.
Residents along Fairoyal Drive were invited
by mail to attend a public meeting in late
February. This is the most costly project of
the year, and is funded entirely by the City
(in contrast with Bopp Road). Given the
current economic environment, staff has
been instructed to finish design, but hold
off on bidding for the time being.
The City’s Capital Improvement Fund
receives its revenue from a half-cent sales
tax on items purchased in Des Peres. As
has been discussed by the Mayor in the
City Newsletter, sales taxes have been flat
in recent years, putting a strain on City
budgets. While the long-term ramifications
of Covid-19 are unknown, the temporary
closure of West County Center and many
of our retail stores has significantly
impacted our revenues. Until the situation
has stabilized, staff has been instructed to
delay spending, specifically for projects not
already under contract.

S O L I D WA S T E M A N AG E M E N T
All of the above projects have already been
bid and awarded to contractors.
We continue to hear chatter throughout
the solid waste industry of anticipated
reductions in service levels as a result of
manpower shortages caused by the novel
coronavirus. Frankly, this was an expected
outcome given the extent to which the
pandemic continues to force employers
across all sectors (most prominently the
service industry) to suspend or outright
eliminate services due to insufficient
staffing.
We’re also noticing an unprecedented
spike in residential waste collection (+30%)
as Shelter in Place rules lend themselves
to accumulating trash at the household
whereas commercial volumes are declining
dramatically. This substantial uptick in
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residential trash collection appears to be most notably from a recycling standpoint.
straining haulers to the point where non- Although we haven’t seen any firm numbers
essential services are being reevaluated.
on the extent to which recycling markets are
being impacted by COVID-19, we can safely
In the past week at least two solid waste assume that cardboard shipping boxes are
providers in the region have scaled back beginning to overwhelm recycling loads
services due to COVID-19. Republic Services given the convenience factor of buying
announced plans to discontinue all curbside products online, especially during this
services with the exception of trash and period of Shelter in Place. For those with an
recycling. They also issued a rule requiring abundance of boxes ready to be recycled,
all trash and recycling items be placed inside please make sure your boxes are completely
the cart as a safety precaution to protect empty before breaking them down into flat
drivers against unnecessary exposure. pieces. If any part of the box becomes wet,
Shortly after Waste Management suspended be sure to remove that section as saturated
collection of bulk-items including extra call- cardboard is extremely difficult for recycling
ins for its customers.
centers to process even after drying out.
While
our
existing
hauler
(Waste
Connections) appears to be good standing
operationally, we feel an obligation to
caution residents that Des Peres will almost
certainly be impacted by these trends in
the coming weeks or perhaps sooner. Such
an impact would likely involve temporary
suspension (with limited notice) of nonessential services including yard waste
collection, curbside recycling or bulk-item
pickups. While that’s an unfortunate reality
to consider, we do stress that curbside
trash collection remains a top priority as
we navigate this crisis. Staff will continue
to monitor the situation and report back
on whatever changes (if any) are ultimately
taken. We appreciate everyone’s patience.

PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N
While St Louis County has closed all parks
effective midnight Friday night, all Des Peres
Parks currently remain open with some
restrictions. However, that will change if St
Louis County issues a health order to close
all parks or if our continuing monitoring of
use of parks suggests that closure may be
necessary for public health reasons due to
violations of existing health orders that limit
gatherings and impose social distancing
recommendations.

Tennis courts in Pioneer Park remain open
for play. While we are completing the
improvements to the tennis courts and
adding pickellball courts in Des Peres Park,
In the meantime we encourage residents to those facilities will remain closed until
pay close attention to what items they discard further notice. Sports fields remain closed
in an effort to maintain current service levels, for organized and pick-up activities.
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C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y

The Lodge Des Peres remains closed through
April 22, 2020 and it appears that closure
may extend into May. All programs, rentals,
and events have been cancelled through May
15. Please check our website, Facebook and
Instagram pages for updates and program
ideas. During the closure, some staff have
been deep cleaning and sanitizing the entire
facility, while others are working from home
preparing for reopening hopefully sooner
rather than later.
Summer Employment: We are still looking
to hire for summer positions! Click the link
below to view available positions. (Note:
interviews will be held over phone or video
call while The Lodge is closed.)
S T. LU K E ’ S D E S P E R E S
Please note that www.stlcorona.com is
incorrectly reporting that St. Luke’s Hospital
in Des Peres has opened a drive-thru testing
site for COVID-19.
That testing site is actually located at the main
campus in Chesterfield between Building B
and the Resource Center off Highway 141.
Read more information here.

DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100
ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200
PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
MUNCIPAL COURT
314-835-6119
FINANCE
314-835-6113
All questions and concerns can be
submitted electronically using the
Report of Concern feature on our
website (linked below)
DES PERES REPORT A CONCERN

