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The Des Peres Department of Public Safety is pleased to announce the
successful rollout of its new body camera program following passage of R203420 by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen last August. That measure calls for
the deployment of 41 body cameras assigned to all uniformed personnel using
a 5-year contract with Utility Associates, a leading supplier of body camera
technology and in-car video systems for police agencies across the nation
including here in the St. Louis region. This milestone brings closure to a lengthy
and spirited conversation amongst staff and the elected body on the merits of
embracing body camera technology with a strong emphasis on balancing the
long-term financial commitment with the perceived benefits.
The question of whether to implement body camera technology has been on the
forefront of internal policy discussions over the past five years, citing two major
obstacles that have historically deterred the city from advancing the program:
(1) the extraordinary costs of purchasing and maintaining the technology
and (2) the perpetual liability of storing massive amounts of data in-house.
Fortunately, the city was able to overcome those two issues thanks in large part
to emerging technology such as equipment leasing and cloud-based storage
which together represent the most cost-effective and sustainable options for
the department and its unique operations.
“Our department is both proud and excited for the opportunity to embrace this
technology as a means of streamlining operations, bolstering accountability,
promoting transparency, and perhaps above all else, the value of disputing
unwarranted allegations against our officers – all of whom take tremendous
pride in their work, integrity and professionalism,” says Director of Public Safety,
Eric Hall. “We certainly look forward to putting those qualities on display (literally)
as we interact with the public and appreciate the city’s substantial investment
our department”.
For comments or questions regarding the usage of body cameras in Des Peres,
please contact the Public Safety Department directly at 314-835-6200.
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WELCOME TO A NEW YEAR!
I want to extend to you and your families a happy and prosperous
New Year. It is hard to imagine that 2021 cannot be a better year
after the challenges 2020 placed in our paths!
While we can see what appears to be the light at the end of the
tunnel, COVID-19 remains a continuing issue and we must not
become complacent and fall into pandemic fatigue. Please wash
your hands frequently, wear a mask and practice safe social
distancing for the health of all in the community! The vaccine
is coming but the timing and availability of the vaccine to the
community as a whole remains uncertain.
While the New Year brings new challenges, many of the old
challenges from 2020 have followed us into 2021. We adopted a
balanced 2021 budget in December BUT the uncertainty of our
revenue projections and economic recovery on which that budget
is built remain a major concern that requires we be vigilant and
flexible. Hard data on sales tax revenues and economic recovery
will continue to trickle in month-by-month requiring the City and
community adjust month-by-month.
The Board of Aldermen and I have challenged the staff to continue
to creatively explore ways to provide services in a more cost-effective
way without a reduction in the quality of services and that effort is
ongoing.
The first initiative was with our new trash contract which we bid out and
selected the overall lowest and best bidder of the two received resulting
in a 15% reduction in cost of basic services (once per week curbside) for
the city representing $128,000 in savings per year to the taxpayers. That
service is provided without a user fee to each home that you see in most
cities. The contract offers continuation of the option for twice weekly or
rear yard services (used by 2.9% or 95 homes in the community) but that
component of the bid resulted in a substantially higher cost to the property
owner selecting that service.

Many cities outsource their pool management and lifeguard services instead of
hiring full and part-time staff to perform those services as we have done at The
Lodge since it opened in 2004. Those costs for 2021 are projected at $620,000. The
predominant private company offering those services in St Louis is MidWest Pools
who provide pool management services to a wide range of cities including
Kirkwood, Clayton, Webster Groves, Chesterfield, Maplewood-Richmond
Heights and Manchester. Ballwin, Des Peres and Maryland Heights manage
their own pools and recruit and manage lifeguard services. Outsourcing
pool management would appear to offer an annual savings of $60,000 to
$80,000 per year.
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Des Peres is also examining the costs and operational impacts of
outsourcing emergency police dispatching. For the past nine years Des
Peres has successfully contracted for fire-ems dispatch services and been
pleased with those services as being better than doing so in-house. In 2021,
we are looking at expanding dispatching contracts to also include police
dispatching which we currently provide with a full-time staff of 5 dispatchers and
an annual cost of $500,000. There are multiple examples of joint police dispatching
operations in our region that have been very successful for years. While there are 52 police

Letter From Mayor Becker (Continued)
agencies in St Louis County, there are only 17 police
dispatching operations with many departments
choosing to dispatch using some form of joint
operations with others. After exploratory talks with
surrounding dispatching agencies (County, West
Central Police, Ballwin and Kirkwood), we have
entered into discussions with Kirkwood that appear
to offer cost savings estimated up to $342,000 per
year under our current in-house costs.
The Board of Aldermen and I have, in light of the
savings and, consistent with the recommendations
of the City Administrator, Director of Public Safety
and Director of Parks & Recreation, authorized the
staff to continue with discussions in both areas and
come back with a final recommendation before the
end of February.
Change is always a challenge but one that we should
not fear just because it is change!
-Mark

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in January at 7:00pm on Monday the 11th
and 25th. All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 41 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in December:
1. R20-3434: Adopting the 2021 Budget for
the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 2021
2. R20-3437: Authorizing a Contract with the
Miller Group for MIS Support Services for
the 2021 Fiscal Year
3. R20-3438: Authorizing an Agreement
with Navigate Building Solutions for
Consulting Services relating to Roof
Repairs and Maintenance at the Des Peres
Government Center

Amanda Hurley Appointed as
Des Peres City Clerk
On November 23rd the Mayor and Board of Aldermen
formally approved the appointment of Amanda
Hurley as City Clerk (pictured on page 2) replacing
Stacey Mann, who took a similar position with the
City of Bridgeton in November 2020.
Prior to joining Des Peres, Amanda spent five years
with the City of Chesterfield as Deputy City Clerk/
Administrative Assistant to the City Administrator.
Amanda is an active member of the Missouri
City Clerks and Finance Officers Association, and
International Institute of Municipal Clerks.
As City Clerk, Amanda is responsible for administering
business and liquor licenses, supervising bidding
procedures, administering Oaths of Office for elected
and appointed officials, certifying documents, serving
as a Notary Public, attending Board of Aldermen
meetings, and supervising voter registration
including candidates for elected office with the City
as Deputy Election Authority.
Amanda may be reached by email at cityclerk@
desperesmo.org or by phone at 314-835-6111.

Items Under Review in January:
1. B21-2903: An Ordinance Approving a
Professional Services Agreement with
Midwest Pools for Pool Management and
Lifeguard Services at The Lodge Des Peres
2. B21-2904: An Ordinance Authorizing
a 5-Year Agreement with the City of
Kirkwood for Expanded Dispatching
Services Including Police, Fire and EMS
3. *B21-2905: An Ordinance Issuing a
Conditional Use Permit for Operation of a
Restaurant at Des Peres Corners (Formerly
Qdoba) to Flavor Indian Cuisine
4. R21-3444: Authorizing an Application to
the Missouri Department of Conservation
for Permission to Host a Managed Archery
Hunt Targeting Deer at Phantom Forest
and Bittersweet Woods in the Fall of 2021
*Requires a public hearing prior to approval
to solicit feedback which can be submited
using the following link - Report a Concern
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Parks & Recreation

WE APPRECIATE YOUR LOYALTY TO THE LODGE!
Thank you for your support of The Lodge Des Peres! These are tough times, but our Parks and
Recreation Department continues to provide safe and healthy activities and amenities for you.
We will keep adjusting, innovating and evolving to meet the needs of our amazing community!
Thank you for showing your support through membership, program participation, social media
posts and word of mouth! We love seeing our residents checking into The Lodge and enjoying our
beautiful parks! If you are thinking about joining The Lodge or need to renew your membership,
please visit the website for current offers or call The Lodge Des Peres at 314.835.6150.
2021 Annual Membership Rates
Youth (3-17)				
Adult (18-59)				
Senior (60+)				
Family					

Des Peres Resident
$210			
$330			
$270			
$550			

MERMAID POOL PARTY
We believe in mermaids, do you? Our
favorite mermaid princess will be swimming
over to The Lodge for this under the sea
experience! Enjoy a princess sing-a-long and
mermaid princess photo opportunities! Dive
for sea treasure and then make your own
shell necklace! Participants may bring their
own mermaid tails for this special pool party
as additional guards will be scheduled to
ensure safety. The evening will end with time
to enjoy the wave pool (mermaid tails are not
allowed on during waves). Registration includes
one youth participant and one adult. Only one
adult is permitted per participant to assist with
safety and occupancy limits. Participants should
bring their own towel, goggles and mermaid tail.
Sanitized Coast Guard approved life jackets are
available for use as needed. Due to COVID-19, face
coverings are required when not in the water. No
equipment or supplies will be shared. Register online
by visiting www.desperesmo.org/1544. Registration
deadline is 1/19/21. Minimum 20/Maximum 37
Cost: $26/Member & Resident; $30/Non-Resident
Ages: 5 - 12
Days: Friday, January 29
Time: 5:30 – 7 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Indoor Pool
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Non-Resident
$340		
$515		
$395		
$880		

Corporate
$285
$395
$340
$765

PICKLEBALL INDOOR PLAY
Indoor Pickleball has returned to The Lodge! We will
be offering both intermediate and beginner play
times with open play format and rules. Three courts
will be available. There will be a maximum of 20
players allowed per session. Due to COVID-19, preregistration is REQUIRED. Face coverings to enter
the building are required at all times except when
playing. Temperatures will be checked and all social
distancing guidelines must be followed. Advanced
registration can be done online (preferred) by visiting
www.desperesmo.org/1212 or by calling The Lodge
Front Desk at 314.835.6150. Contact Corey Newgent
at cnewgent@desperesmo.org with additional
questions. Minimum 4/Maximum 20 per session

Cost: $3/Member & Resident; $5/Non-Resident
Ages: 18 and older
Location: The Lodge; Gym Court #2
Time: 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. (Intermediate Play)		
Time: 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. (Beginner Play)

ME’S TREES, YOU’S TREES, WHOSE TREES?
As my Dr. Seuss-inspired title suggests, there’s occasionally confusion over who owns “street trees”. When
discussing idyllic, picturesque towns, “tree-lined streets” are almost always included in the description. Trees of
course provide a myriad of benefits: shade, energy savings, CO2 absorption, groundwater absorption, beauty,
and even traffic calming. It is important that we preserve and manage our urban forest, as it is truly an asset to
be protected.
The strip of grass behind the curb has a variety of regional names: parking strip, parkway, easement, curb lawn,
curb strip, berm, sidewalk buffer, planting strip, boulevard, etc. In the Midwest, the most widely-accepted
terminology is tree lawn. When there is a sidewalk, the tree lawn is clearly defined as something that has been
separated from the rest of the yard. But what if there isn’t a sidewalk? While there is not a clear line, the same
reservation of space still applies.
Streets are the skeleton of a subdivision; without streets, you just have a bunch of land with no clear
structure. Typically, when a subdivision is laid out, land is dedicated for public use as right-of-way (ROW).
For most subdivisions in Des Peres, the ROW is forty feet (40’) wide. Within that ROW, we typically
have a twenty-six foot (26’) wide street, storm sewers, sanitary sewers, water mains, gas pipes, and
telecommunications. Since that (typically) 40’ wide strip of land has been dedicated for public use, all of
the utilities have the right to use that land for the benefit of the public. With so much going on in the
ROW, our municipal code has a rather large section covering the topic and we require permits to work
in the ROW. Any improvements placed in the ROW by homeowners (other than mailboxes) are at their
own risk, including flowers or irrigation lines.
Quite often, there are additional easements on
private property, which may be dedicated for
specific purposes (e.g. County Water, which later
became Missouri-American Water), or just generic
easements for drainage, utilities, or maintenance by
an HOA. These easements are recorded with St. Louis
County and are a permanent part of your parcel;
other entities retain certain rights to your land.
They may run parallel to property lines, or may cut
at an angle through the middle of your yard. If you
did not get a full survey of your property when you
purchased it, you can obtain one from the St. Louis
County Recorder at 41 S. Central in Clayton.

WASN’T THIS ARTICLE SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT TREES?
I’ve digressed about public ROW in order to provide the definition of a street tree. Any tree located
within the ROW is owned by the City and is an asset to the City. Accordingly, we maintain an inventory
of 4,500 street trees, including their size and condition. As you might guess, larger trees are typically of
higher value, and some species are more desirable than others. Due to the emergence of the Emerald
Ash Borer, ash trees have become a liability, whereas a 20” diameter oak can be worth over $5,500.
Damaging or removing a street tree can therefore be considered destruction of public property. In
order to effectively manage our urban forest, a Forestry Plan was adopted by the Board of Aldermen
in April 2019. To view a brochure or the full plan, please visit www.desperesmo.org/forestry. If you still
have questions, please contact Public Works at 314-835-6130.

Public Works

-Steve Meyer, Director of Public Works
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