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Deer Management
The dilemma of suburban deer management is not unique to the St. Louis region.
Metropolitan areas across the country face similar issues related to the growth of whitetailed deer populations. As suburban communities continue to develop and expand, the
natural predators of deer have become nonexistent, making the vehicle the primary
“predator” for deer control. Des Peres is no exception to this pattern. Like many cities
in west St. Louis County, Des Peres offers a suitable habitat for deer to survive. Urban
woodland areas such as Phantom Forest, Bittersweet Woods and Sugar Creek Park provide
ideal foraging opportunities for displaced deer. These circumstances have created some
negative impacts and safety concerns for Des Peres residents, including deer-vehicle
collisions, landscape damage and degraded habitat quality.
The City launched its first campaign to address the growing deer population in 2016
by conducting a census to determine whether or not a problem existed. This was
accomplished by using a methodology called distance sampling, a survey technique
utilizing software and high-powered spotlights to estimate population density. The same
approach was used in our most recent 2017 Survey, which wrapped up in mid-January.
As expected both studies revealed significant deer populations west of I-270, specifically
in areas with concentrated woodlands and large tracts of land. Our findings show that
approximately 101 deer inhabit the area west of I-270, representing a density rate of 46
deer per square mile. No deer were spotted east of I-270 even though it accounts for 49%
of the land in Des Peres. The study advises that residents east of the highway may still
experience conflicts with deer, but the area would be considered to have low deer densities.
Addressing the topic of overabundant deer will ultimately require adoption of a deer
management plan. Choosing a plan can be challenging given the wide variety of attitudes
toward deer and deer control measures. The City recognizes that there are both positive
and negative impacts of having deer in the community. Many people enjoy observing
deer. At the same time, they can do extensive damage to property and create safety
hazards for motorists. We also understand that a deer management plan will require
an ongoing commitment of both time and resources. In terms of options, trapping and
relocation of deer has been found to be ineffective (and is no longer permitted by the
Missouri Department of Conservation). Sterilization, using either contraceptives or surgical
procedures, has proven to be inefficient and expensive. The most effective method of
managing suburban deer herds appears to be by: (1) eliminating current prohibitions on
deer hunting within the City limits and allow archery hunting on large tracts of land under
controlled conditions or (2) herd reductions using professionally trained sharpshooters
under tightly controlled conditions. Des Peres will be examining both options, among
others, and the appropriate safeguards.
Our plan going forward is to continue monitoring deer activity around town. Developing
a meaningful deer management plan necessitates the collection of current and accurate
information on the extent of our deer population. We strongly encourage all residents to
complement our efforts by reporting deer-related incidents to the Department of Public
Works and/or Public Safety.

Letter From

Mayor Rick Lahr

Mayor:

Rick Lahr
rlahr@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)

As I write this Spring Newsletter article, I wonder what happened
to winter! Don’t get me wrong, I am happy that we experienced
only a small number of snow and ice storms and no prolonged
cold spells. It has been reassuring to know that the Street and
Park crews were ready, willing and able to tackle the tough work
of keeping our roads and parking loads safe and clear. Or thanks
to them for being prepared. The job has become more difficult
and technical with imposition of new environmental standards
and limits on salt usage in the St Louis area.

Aldermen:
Ward I:
John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6121 (VM)

As we go to press, we are approaching municipal Election Day
(April 4th) and I want to encourage all residents of this community
to educate themselves on the candidates and propositions that
you will encounter at the polls. This edition of the newsletter
briefly identifies candidates for local office with contested races
in Des Peres for Judge and for Aldermen in Ward 1 and 2. Both the
Kirkwood and Parkway School Districts have multiple candidates
running for the Board of Education.

Kathleen Gmelich
kgmelich@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Ward II:
Paul Raczkiewicz
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:
Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Voters in the Kirkwood District will also consider Proposition K – a
$0.46 increase in the real estate tax for the school district. Countywide, voters will see Proposition P – a half cent sales tax for public
safety which will net $46 million for the County Police Department
and will share $34 million with municipal police agencies. Des Peres’
estimated revenue is $420,000 per year if this tax is approved. Neither
I, nor the City, have taken a formal position in favor of or opposed to
these propositions and only urge qualified voters to take the time to
cast an informed vote on April 4th.

Congratulations to Public Safety Officer Trent Koppel on her selection
by
her peers as the 2016 Public Safety Officer of the Year. Des Peres is very
Sean Concagh
fortunate in the quality and dedication of all of our first responders and
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
Trent, who has been with the city since 2002, exemplifies the characteristics
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
of our best officers. At the same time, I want to also congratulate Tracy
Hansen, our Director of Finance for the past six years, on her selection as
civilian employee of the year. Unfortunately, Tracy has recently resigned to
accept a position of Director of Finance with a larger city in the metropolitan area.
We have also recently lost our City Clerk to another larger city in the region. Both
will be difficult to replace but Des Peres has a history of hiring and developing
outstanding department heads!
As spring approaches, I want to encourage residents to be more vigilant in
their driving habits. The weather will be nice, our windows rolled down,
our outlook more cheery and vehicle speeds generally increase. The
good weather will also increase the number of pedestrians, bicyclists
and kids playing in our neighborhoods – please drive
carefully.
Des Peres - what a great place to live!
Best Wishes
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Rick

2016
Employee of the
Year

Municipal Calendar

April
3rd
3rd
6th
10th
12th
24th
24th
26th

Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

May

Tracy Hansen
Director of Finance

2016
Officer of the
Year

1st
1st
4th
8th
10th
22nd
22nd
24th
29th

Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Memorial Day Holiday - City Hall Closed

June
1st
5th
5th
12th
14th
26th
26th
28th

Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman - Cancelled
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

Trent Koppel
Detective

Are you interested in serving on the Audit & Finance
Committee?
The Audit & Finance Committee is the fiscal watchdog of
Des Peres. The Committee has seven members: six residents
from the community and one member from the Board of
Alderman. If you would like to be considered, please visit
www.desperesmo.org/volunteerapp
12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org
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April Election

Jane Langa
Candidate for Alderman Ward I
I am running for Ward One Alderman because I care about our
residents and neighborhoods. I have loved living in Des Peres for 21
years. It’s an excellent community for families to live, work, and shop.
Four years as a commissioner has given me extensive experience
and understanding of Des Peres’ government. I was involved in
the upgrades to both Pioneer and Harwood Park while on the Parks
and Recreation Commission. Currently on the Planning and Zoning
Commission, I participated in the Comprehensive Plan review, and was
on the subcommittee that updated our zoning regulations to address
current and future needs. My BFA from the University of Kansas led
to a long marketing career with Anheuser-Busch. I now work for the
nonprofit Network for Strong Communities. I have served on several
boards, and was an award-winning volunteer for Ronald McDonald
House. I would be honored to have your vote.

Benjamin Sansone
Candidate for Alderman Ward I
My name is Ben Sansone and I am running for Alderman of Des Peres,
Ward 1. I am 39 years old and was born and raised in St. Louis. I have
been a resident of Des Peres since 2008. My wife is Cynthia Sansone,
she works part time at the Des Peres Lodge teaching fitness classes.
We have a 7-year-old daughter, Isabella, in 2nd grade at St Clement
School. Our son Dominic is 4 years’ old and starts junior Kindergarten
at St Clement School in the fall. I am currently the managing partner at
the law firm of Sansone, Sumner & Lauber. I am a member of various
legal organizations where I have served administrative and leadership
roles. Growing up in St Louis I went to Chaminade high school (Class
of 1995) and then off to the University of Tulsa where I earned a degree
in business management (Class of 1999). I then attended SLU Law
School and graduated in 2002. I have been involved, along with quite
a few of my neighbors, in several municipal issues over the last few
years that affect Des Peres citizens and our neighborhoods. I would be
honored to serve the citizens of Des Peres as alderman.

Jim Kleinschmidt
Candidate for Alderman Ward II
I have been very fortunate to have grown up in Kirkwood and moved to
Des Peres in 1990 and to have served Des Peres in many capacities since
1992. This has included serving on the Planning and Zoning Commission
from 1992-1995 and on the Board of Aldermen since 1995. As an Alderman,
I have served as Aldermanic Representative to all commissions of the City
including: Planning & Zoning, Public Safety, Parks & Recreation, Audit &
Finance, Board of Adjustment and Information Technology. I have also
been President of the Board of Aldermen. I am a graduate of Missouri State
University and earned my law degree from the University of Tulsa. I was
in the United States Marine Corps from 1970 until 1973 when I received an
Honorable Discharge. My wife Cathy and I have been married for 35 years
and have two grown children, Laura and Kevin, who both live and work in
St. Louis County. I am an attorney and have been in the private practice
of law since 1981.
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This newsletter insert is not intended to endorse, support or oppose any candidate, but
simply serves as a resource for Des Peres residents. All candidates were given the opportunity
to provide a photograph and biography.

Chris Jones
Candidate for Alderman Ward II
My name is Chris Jones, and I am running as a new candidate for Des Peres
Alderman Ward 2. My wife, Kathy, and I have been members of St. Gerard Majella
Parish for 15 years where our 3 children attend the parish school. We are active
members of the parish and have enjoyed volunteering as Fallfest Chairs, Coaches,
Soccer Commissioner, Room Parent and Graduation Chair. My background is in
construction, facilities consulting and land development. My work experience
includes building homes, land acquisition and entitlement and developing facility
capital budgets on an institutional level. Currently, I am owner of St. Louis Roofing
Company which provides commercial and industrial roofing services. I graduated
from Chaminade College Preparatory High School in 1990 then attended
the University of Colorado where I studied Political Science with an emphasis
in Constitutional Law. I look forward to serving our wonderful community as
Alderman for Ward 2.

Sean Concagh
Candidate for Alderman Ward III
My name is Sean Concagh and I am running for re-election as Alderman
in Ward 3. I am a lifelong resident of the City of Des Peres, now residing in
the Dunmorr subdivision. My wife, Jane, and I are active members of St.
Clement of Rome Parish. We have three children, ages 18, 13 and 9. Our
children attend both the Kirkwood public schools and St. Clement. I am
a graduate of Chaminade College Preparatory School and the University
of Dayton where I received my degree in Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration. I received my Certified Public Accountant license in 1993
and have been in practice as partner at Concagh and Co. for the last 20
years. I would appreciate your support and look forward to having the
opportunity to continue to serve the City of Des Peres.

Chuck Billings
Candidate for Municipal Judge
I have been a resident of the City of Des Peres for 34 years, and have
served as your Municipal Judge for 32 of those years. Besides being
an active citizen of our great community, I have been an active
participant in my church community, chairing Fallfests and auctions,
youth groups and working on fish fries. I am active in the community
at large through an organization that I founded, Legal Services Support
Group. This organization is a 50l(c)(3) organization that legally and
financially supports abused women and children throughout the
metropolitan area. These services are offered in conjunction with St.
Louis University Law School. I am also on the executive board of the
Missouri Municipal Judges Association, and the editor of the Judicial
Bench Book, a reference manual for Judges through the State. My wife,
Kathy Bruntrager Billings, and I have 3 children, and 5 grandchildren.

Mark Bahn
Candidate for Municipal Judge
I am 67 years old and have been a resident of Des Peres for the past 25
years. My wife Paula and I have three grown children. I graduated from
Priory High School and St. Louis University. I received my law degree
from Seattle University in 1975. Since then I have been a litigation
attorney presently as a sole practitioner. I'm admitted to practice law
in Missouri, Illinois and Florida. Through 41 years of practice, I have
tried over 40 jury trials involving personal injury, criminal and general
litigation. My trial experience also includes 200 workers compensation
and bench trials. I've also served as a provisional municipal judge for
the City of Fenton. I was appointed and served on the Des Peres Board
of Adjustment for 15 years, retiring as its chairman. My wife and I are
parishioners of St. Clement of Rome and members of the Missouri
Athletic Club.
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Parks & Recreation

TENNIS ROUNDUP

GET HOPPING EGG HUNT

This event is designed to introduce people
of all ages to the game of tennis! We will be
opening the tennis season with activities to
include youth group tennis lessons, adult
group tennis lessons and Cardio Tennis.
Tennis racquets and tennis balls will be
provided.

Hop on over to Des Peres Park for our annual
youth egg hunt! Children, ages 3-6 years old,
will be able to participate in the big scramble.
Our special guest will be the Easter Bunny, so
be sure to stop by, rain or shine, with your
basket in hand. Bring your camera to snap a
picture with the Easter Bunny.

This is a great way to meet our Tennis
Instructors! Come out and see what our
youth and adult classes are all about.
Registration Deadline is April 8. Visit
www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com or call
314.835.6150 or for details!

This event is presented with the help of
Boy Scout Troop 313 and the sponsorship
of Great Southern Bank. This event is
free and reservations are not required.
Thanks to our sponsor, Great Southern Bank!
Visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com or call
314.835.6150 or for details!

Ages: 5 and older
Day: Sunday, April 9
Instructor: Des Peres Tennis Staff
Location: Des Peres Park Tennis Courts 3 & 4
Cost: FREE, but pre-registration is required by
April 8!
Session:
#2668 Youth Tennis Lessons 1 - 1:30 p.m.
#2670 Adult Tennis Lessons 1:45 - 2:15 p.m.
#2671 Cardio Tennis Lessons 2:30 – 3 p.m.

MEMBERSHIP REFERRAL
PROGRAM
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Don’t forget that if your referred guest decides to become
a member of The Lodge, you will be rewarded with one
free month added on to your current membership. Be
sure to tell your referred guest to reference you when
signing up for the membership. The free month will only
be added if your name is recorded at the time the referred
guest joins The Lodge. www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com

Ages: 3 - 6
Day: Saturday
Time: 10 a.m. sharp!
Session: April 15
Location: Des Peres Park
Cost: FREE

MONSTER MACHINES DAY &
BICYCLE SKILLS COURSE
Join us for Monster Machines Day at Des Peres
Park! See a police car, bulldozer, fire truck and
much more up close during this “hands on” event.
Climb in, look around and let your imagination
take you for a ride! Kids can also visit our bicycle
skills course and go for a “real” ride to test their skills
(kids are encouraged to bring their own bike).
Our certified cycling instructor will be available
to assist with the course and bike fittings. St. Louis
Children’s Hospital will be onsite to conduct helmet inspections and fittings (new helmets can be
purchased for $11). The program is free, but pre-registration is required for the helmet fitting by
calling 314.454.KIDS. In case of inclement weather, call the weather hotline at 314.835.6138 or visit
www.desperesmo.org/weather. Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for details!
Day: Saturday
Time: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Date: May 6
Location: Des Peres Park Parking Lot
Cost: FREE

DES PERES CINEMA SERIES: OUTDOOR MOVIE AT THE LODGE
Join us for the first of three films in the Des Peres Parks & Recreation Cinema Series! Bring
your family, friends and neighbors to The Lodge Outdoor Pool Parking Lot and enjoy a family
movie in a lawn chair or spread out picnic style on a blanket. Bring your own food and drinks
or buy concessions at the event (no glass please) Popcorn, candy and bottled/canned drinks
will be available for purchase; cash only. Please check in at The Lodge Front Desk to obtain
your tickets. Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for details! Maximum 300

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

Parks & Recreation

Movie: Hop (PG, 95 minutes)
Movie starts at 7:30pm
Cost: FREE/Member; $5/Resident;
$10/Non-Resident
Location: Lodge Outdoor Pool Parking Lot
Ages: All
Days: Friday
Date: April 21
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Public Works

SUMMER PROJECTS
The City's Public Works Department has another busy summer planned.
The first project to start will be cracksealing. Nearly all of the concrete streets west of I-270 were
cracksealed last year, so this year we will continue with the asphalt streets west of I-270, as well as
most of the streets/subdivisions adjacent to Ballas Road. Cracksealing is part of an overall pavement
maintenance plan, preventing water and debris from getting into joints and causing deterioration.
Work is expected to take place in March/April, weather permitting.
The next project to kick off will be our annual sidewalk replacement project. While trees improve
our quality of life, beautify our neighborhoods, improve air quality, and provide traffic calming,
their roots also tend to lift sidewalks, causing trip hazards. Thus, every year, our Streets Division
makes temporary repairs by grinding the concrete or installing cold-patch asphalt. Later on, we
bid out the replacement of deficient slabs. This year, our contractor will replace approximately
300 sidewalk slabs in the Greenbriar Estates neighborhood. In each case, the contractor will
remove the existing slabs, prune tree roots, and pour new slabs. When replacing slabs next to a
tree, we use a product called TripStop, which keeps joints from becoming trip hazards again in
the future. Work is expected to take place in April/May.
This year's concrete slab replacement project will focus on Westledge Court. Two cul-de-sacs
will be replaced, along with numerous mainline slabs. The new cross-section will consist of 4" of
rock and 8" of concrete, with steel dowel bars transferring the load at each joint. The work will be
completed in phases to mitigate the effect of construction on homeowners. Work is expected to
take place in early summer.
Stormwater improvements are planned for Topping Lane. The box culvert running across the
street from #10 to #7 will be modified, with additional inlets and piping installed in front of #7. A
new inlet will also be installed between #20 and #22 Topping, along with some grading. Concrete
curb construction and resurfacing are scheduled for 2018.

Our largest project scheduled for 2017 is the street improvement project, which includes Claychester
Drive (Bopp to bridge), Lilian Avenue, and Harwood Road. Both Claychester Drive and Lilian Avenue will
be reconstructed completely. The existing streets consist of a concrete base, which has been overlaid
with asphalt. The underlying concrete base is in poor condition and requires total replacement. The
new streets will consist of rock base, concrete rolled curbs, and full-depth asphalt pavement. Harwood
Road's concrete base is in overall good condition, so the asphalt will be removed and replaced after
minor patching is completed. In conjunction with this project, traffic calming and parking improvements
are also being planned for Harwood Park. Missouri-American Water Company intends to start replacing
water mains on both Claychester Drive and Harwood Road in March. The City's project is expected to start
in June.
For the most up-to-date information on each of these projects, please visit www.desperesmo.org/projects.
-Steve Meyer, P.E., Director of Public Works

IT'S POTHOLE SEASON!
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Please report potholes based upon their location:
MoDOT (I-270 or Manchester): http://www.modot.org/asp/repair.htm
St. Louis County (Ballas, Dougherty Ferry, or Barrett Station): 314-615-8504
City of Des Peres: 314-835-6130 or www.desperesmo.org and
"Report a Concern".

2017 DRUG TAKE BACK EVENT
It's a great time to clean out your medicine cabinet! Protect our kids, families and environment by
properly disposing of your unwanted and expired medicines. Medicines in the home are a leading
cause of accidental poisoning and flushed or trashed medicines can end up polluting our waters. Rates
of prescription drug abuse are alarmingly high – over half of teens abusing medicines get them from
a family member or friend, including the home medicine cabinet, and often without their knowledge
On Saturday April 29th, 2017 the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) will coordinate and facilitate
the 13th National Drug Take-Back Initiative effort with state and local law enforcement agencies.
This event will provide another opportunity for the public to surrender dispensed pharmaceutical
controlled substances and other medications to law enforcement officers for destruction. This will
result in the removal of potentially dangerous controlled substances and other unused, unwanted
expired pharmaceutical preparations from our communities’ homes.
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety will be
collecting at The Lodge Des Peres, Dogwood Room
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
•
•
•
•

This event is for patients and their families to
dispose of unwanted medications. Pharmacies, hospitals and physicians may NOT drop off their
excess medications for disposal.
Any solid dosage form pharmaceutical products (tablets, capsules, etc.) in consumer containers are
accepted. Small (pint size) bottles of cough syrups are accepted if they are sealed in their original
container. The depositor should ensure that the cap is tightly sealed to prevent leakage.
No needles may be accepted. Intra-venous (IV) solutions, injectables and syringes are NOT accepted
due to potential hazard posed by blood-borne pathogens.
Inhalers and other compressed air cylinders are NOT accepted.

Dogwood Room
Drop Off Location at
The Lodge

Public Safety

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org
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connect with us
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STAFF DIRECTORY
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100
City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110
Assistant City
Administrator
Scott Schaefer, MPA
835-6132
Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6130
Building Official/Inspector
Joe Heitkamp, C.B.C.O.
835-6137
Municipal Court
Administrator
Lucy Vatterott, CCA
835-6119

CITY OFFICIALS
Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118
Director of Public Safety
Chief Keith Krumm
Department of
Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911
Director of Parks &
Recreation
Brian Schaffer, C.P.R.P.
835-6161
The Lodge Des Peres
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

MAYOR
Rick Lahr
rlahr@desperesmo.org
ALDERMAN
WARD I
John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
Kahleen Gmelich
kgmelich@desperesmo.org
WARD II
Paul Raczkiewicz
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
WARD III
Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org

